
CENTRAL MEDITERRANEAN ROUTE 

 

Refugees and migrants suffer brutality and abuses along the routes to the 

Mediterranean. Many fall prey to traffickers and smugglers and are extorted, raped, and 

sometimes killed or left to die. Many of them flee violence and persecution and have dire 

and urgent protection needs. 

Since 2014, more than 25,000 deaths and disappearances have occurred in the 

Mediterranean, with the Central Mediterranean Route being one of the busiest and most 

dangerous migration routes to Europe.  

As of 25 September this year 67,851 people arrived by sea to Italy, a 54% increase 

compared to arrivals registered during the same period in 2021. Of these, 76% were men, 

18% children, and 6% women. While the most common countries of origin were Egypt, 

Tunisia, Bangladesh, and Afghanistan. Sicily, in particular, continues to be the main landing 

place for migrants traveling to Italy, recording 51,000 arrivals. Additionally, in the first 9 

months of 2022, 1,088 migrants died or went missing trying to cross the Central 

Mediterranean, including 38 children.  

In August 2022, many NGOs called for the launch of a European-led search and 

rescue effort in the Central Mediterranean to prevent further deaths.  

During his Apostolic Journey to Malta, recalling one of the many tragic shipwrecks 

that occurred off the coast of Libya, the Holy Father prayed for the many migrants who lost 

their lives, while stressing that “another kind of shipwreck is taking place: the shipwreck of 

civilization, which threatens not only migrants but us all” and inviting everyone to “the way 

of fraternity and social friendship.” 

 

 



For further information: 

Council of the European Union, Infographic - Migration flows: Eastern, Central and 

Western routes 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/infographics/migration-flows/  

IOM Missing Migrants Project 

https://missingmigrants.iom.int/region/mediterranean  

ISMU: Dal 2014 sono quasi 25mila i migranti che hanno perso la vita nel Mediterraneo 

https://www.ismu.org/dal-2014-somo-quasi-25mila-i-migranti-che-hanno-perso-la-vita-

nel-mediterraneo-comunicato-stampa-29-9-2022/   

UNHCR, Mediterranean Situation 

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean  

UNHCR, Europe - Dead and Missing at Sea 

http://data2.unhcr.org/en/dataviz/95?sv=0&geo=0  

UNHCR, Italy Weekly Snapshot, 26 September 2022 

https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/95804   

UNHCR, Routes towards the Central and West Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic - 

UNHCR 2022 Appeal 

https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/93898  

UNHCR, The sea route to Europe: The Mediterranean passage in the age of refugees (2015) 

https://www.unhcr.org/protection/operations/5592bd059/sea-route-europe-

mediterranean-passage-age-refugees.html  

Caritas Internationalis, “The moment of shame must be followed by a moment of action. 

Enough human tragedies consumed in total” 

https://www.caritas.org/2021/04/migrants-deaths-in-libya/  

Vatican News, Czerny: soccorrere i migranti in mare è il più alto servizio, January 2022 

https://www.vaticannews.va/it/mondo/news/2022-01/migranti-ancora-gravi-

violazioni-dei-diritti-libia.html  

Vatican News, 4 morti al giorno da inizio anno nel Mediterraneo centrale, April 2022 
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https://www.vaticannews.va/it/mondo/news/2022-04/migranti-naufragio-

mediterraneo-africa-europa-papa-civilta.html   

Vatican.va, Apostolic Journey to Malta: Address of His Holiness Pope Francis 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2022/april/documents/20220

403-malta-migranti.html  

AgenSir, Migranti: Unhcr, 500 vittime nel 2021 (+200%). Oltre 10.400 gli arrivi (+170%) 
https://www.agensir.it/quotidiano/2021/5/4/migranti-unhcr-500-vittime-nel-2021-200-

oltre-10-400-gli-arrivi-170/  

Sant’Egidio, Giornata Mondiale del Rifugiato - La preghiera morire di speranza in memoria 

di quanti perdono la vita nei viaggi verso l’Europa 

https://www.santegidio.org/pageID/30284/langID/it/itemID/48801/Giornata-

Mondiale-del-Rifugiato--il-23-giugno-a-Roma-la-preghiera-Morire-di-Speranza-in-

memoria-di-quanti-perdono-la-vita-nei-viaggi-verso-l-Europa.html  
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