
AEGEAN ISLANDS, GREECE

According to the UNHCR, a total of 7,879 asylum seekers arrived in Greece via

Turkey in 2021. Of these, 3,568 arrived by sea and 4,311 by land. The majority arrived in

the region of Evros and on the island of Lesbos.

Some 6,650 refugees and asylum seekers resided on the Aegean islands at the end

of August 2021. Of those, 4,700 (77%) reside in the permanent and temporary Reception

and Identification Centers (RICs). The majority of the population are from Afghanistan

(48%), Syria (13%) and DRC (10%). Women account for 21% of the population, and

children for 29% of whom nearly 7 out of 10 are younger than 12 years old. Approximately

12% of the children are unaccompanied or separated, mainly from Afghanistan.

Periodically, a certain number of refugees and asylum-seekers, once permitted by

the authorities, moved from the Aegean islands to the mainland.



For further information:

Institutional Websites and NGOs

UNHCR - Mediterranean Situation 2021, Greece

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean/location/5179

UNHCR- Aegean Islands Weekly Snapshot,16 - 22 August 2021

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/86454

Caritas - Caritas in Greece protects the rights of migrants and refugees facing Covid-19

https://www.caritas.org/2020/06/covid-19-in-greece/

Online Newspapers and Periodicals

SANT’EGIDIO, Afghan refugee children's kites in Lesbos

https://www.santegidio.org/pageID/30284/langID/en/itemID/43953/Afghan-refugee-children-s-kites-in-
Lesbos-a-sign-of-hope-concludes-Sant-Egidio-s-summer-mission.html

IOM, Urgent Accommodation for Over 2,500 Vulnerable Migrants, Refugees transferred from
Greek Islands

https://www.iom.int/news/iom-provides-urgent-accommodation-over-2500-vulnerable-migrants-refugees-
transferred-greek-islands

AA, Number of asylum seekers on Aegean Islands drops by 76%: Greece

https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/number-of-asylum-seekers-on-aegean-islands-drops-by-76-greece/2422
746
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