
MYANMAR

As Myanmar experiences “violence, conflict and repression, ”we need to ask ourselves

what are we being called to keep,” said Pope Francis during the celebration of Mass with the

Myanmar Catholic community in Rome, on Sunday May 16, 2021. He described three

challenges: to keep the faith, to keep unity, and to keep the truth.

With over 366,000 internally displaced people, and 10,000 refugees fleeing Myanmar in

just three months since February 2021 due to the violence and deteriorating situation in the

country, neighbouring countries in the region are witnessing increasing arrivals from Myanmar

seeking international protection.

UNHCR is “calling on countries across the region to offer refuge to all those fleeing for

safety. It is vital that anyone crossing the border, seeking asylum in another country, is able to

access it. Children, women and men fleeing for their lives should be given sanctuary. They must

not be returned to a place where their lives or freedom may be at risk. The principle of

non-refoulement is a cornerstone of international law and is binding on all states”.

We unite our voices to Pope Francis: “I too kneel on the streets of Myanmar and say:

stop the violence! I too extend my arms and say: let dialogue prevail!”



For further information:

Institutional Websites and NGOs

Vatican News
Pope Francis on Myanmar: May God convert all hearts to peace, 16 May 2021
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2021-05/pope-francis-on-myanmar-may-god-co
nvert-all-hearts-to-peace.html

Vatican News
Pope: “I too kneel on the streets of Myanmar”, 17 March 2021
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2021-03/pope-francis-myanmar-appeal-general
-audience-wednesdsay.html

UNHCR
Myanmar refugee emergency, 10 May 2021
https://www.unhcr.org/protection/migration/609932274/myanmar-refugees-key-protection-
messages-definitions.html

UNHCR Myanmar Humanitarian Snapshot - May 2021
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Myanmar%20Humanitarian%20Snap
shot%20-%20May.pdf

UNHCR calls on Myanmar’s neighbours to protect people fleeing violence, 31 March 2021
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2021/3/60648c304/news-comment-unhcr-calls-myanmar
s-neighbours-protect-people-fleeing-violence.html

UN News
Protect all those fleeing Myanmar, UN offices urge countries in the region, 1 April 2021
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/04/1088842
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