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[…] Yet peace is put to the test by other forms of conflict, such as religious and 

international terrorism, which displays deep disdain for human life and 
indiscriminately reaps innocent victims. This phenomenon is unfortunately 
bankrolled by a frequently unchecked traffic in weapons. The Church is convinced 

that “the arms race is one of the greatest curses on the human race and the harm 
it inflicts on the poor is more than can be endured”.[5] Peace is also violated by 

trafficking in human beings, the new slavery of our age, which turns persons into 
merchandise for trade and deprives its victims of all dignity. Not infrequently we 

see how interconnected these phenomena are. The Council of Europe, through its 
Committees and Expert Groups, has an important and significant role to play in 
combating these forms of inhumanity. […] 

 
[…] Similarly, the contemporary world offers a number of other challenges requiring 

careful study and a common commitment, beginning with the welcoming of 
migrants, who immediately require the essentials of subsistence, but more 
importantly a recognition of their dignity as persons. Then too, there is the grave 

problem of labour, chiefly because of the high rate of young adults unemployed in 
many countries – a veritable mortgage on the future – but also for the issue of the 

dignity of work. […] 
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