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[...] Being guardians of hope also entails ensuring that the prophetic witness of the
Church in Korea remains evident in its concern for the poor and in its programs of
outreach, particularly to refugees and migrants and those living on the margins of
society. This concern should be seen not only in concrete charitable initiatives,
which are necessary, but also in the ongoing work of social, occupational and
educational promotion. We can risk reducing our work with those in need to its
institutional dimension alone, while overlooking each individual’s need to grow as a
person — their right to grow as a person — and to express in a worthy manner his or
her own personality, creativity and culture. Solidarity with the poor is at the heart
of the Gospel; it has to be seen as an essential element of the Christian life;
through preaching and catechesis grounded in the rich patrimony of the Church’s
social teaching, it must penetrate the hearts and minds of the faithful and be
reflected in every aspect of ecclesial life. The apostolic ideal of a Church of and for
the poor, a poor Church for the poor, found eloquent expression in the first
Christian communities of your nation. I pray that this ideal will continue to shape
the pilgrim path of the Church in Korea as she looks to the future. I am convinced
that if the face of the Church is first and foremost a face of love, more and more
young people will be drawn to the heart of Jesus ever aflame with divine love in the
communion of his mystical body.[...]
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