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[...] In the context of your meeting, I wish to emphasize the importance that the
various political and economic sectors have in promoting an inclusive approach
which takes into consideration the dignity of every human person and the common
good. I am referring to a concern that ought to shape every political and economic
decision, but which at times seems to be little more than an afterthought. Those
working in these sectors have a precise responsibility towards others, particularly
those who are most frail, weak and vulnerable. It is intolerable that thousands of
people continue to die every day from hunger, even though substantial quantities of
food are available, and often simply wasted. Likewise, we cannot but be moved by
the many refugees seeking minimally dignified living conditions, who not only fail to
find hospitality, but often, tragically, perish in moving from place to place. I know
that these words are forceful, even dramatic, but they seek both to affirm and to
challenge the ability of this assembly to make a difference. In fact, those who have
demonstrated their aptitude for being innovative and for improving the lives of
many people by their ingenuity and professional expertise can further contribute by
putting their skills at the service of those who are still living in dire poverty. [...]
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