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[...] T would like to offer a particular word of thanks for all that you are doing to
promote the centrality and dignity of the human person within our institutions and
economic models, and to draw attention to the plight of the poor and refugees, who
are so often forgotten by society. When we ignore the cries of so many of our
brothers and sisters throughout the world, we not only deny them their God-given
rights and worth, but we also reject their wisdom and prevent them from offering
their talents, traditions and cultures to the world. In so doing, the poor and
marginalized are made to suffer even more, and we ourselves grow impoverished,
not only materially, but morally and spiritually.

Our world today is marked by great unrest. Inequality between peoples continues
to rise, and many communities are impacted directly by war and poverty, or the
migration and displacement which flow from them. People want to make their
voices heard and express their concerns and fears. They want to make their rightful
contribution to their local communities and broader society, and to benefit from the
resources and development too often reserved for the few. While this may create
conflict and lay bare the many sorrows of our world, it also makes us realize that
we are living in a moment of hope. For when we finally recognize the evil in our
midst, we can seek healing by applying the remedy. Your very presence here today
is a sign of such hope, because it shows that you recognize the issues before us
and the imperative to act decisively. This strategy of renewal and hope calls for
institutional and personal conversion; a change of heart that attaches primacy to
the deepest expressions of our common humanity, our cultures, our religious beliefs
and our traditions. [...]
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