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[...] There is a second risk that must be assumed by business executives. The risk
of honesty. Corruption is the worst social evil. It is the lie of seeking profit for
oneself or one’s own group with only the appearance of serving society. It is the
destruction of the social fabric behind the semblance of fulfilling the law. It is the
law of the jungle disguised by apparent social rationality. It is the deceit and
exploitation of the weakest or least informed. It is the most vulgar selfishness,
hidden behind apparent generosity. Corruption is generated by the adoration of
money and returns to the corrupt, a prisoner of that same adoration. Corruption is
a fraud against democracy and it opens the doors to other terrible evils such as
drugs, prostitution and human trafficking, slavery, organ trafficking, arms
trafficking, and so on. Corruption is becoming followers of the devil, the father of

falsehood. [...]

With regard to fraternity, I cannot but share with you the issue of emigration and
refugees, which burdens our hearts. Today emigration and the movement of a
multitude of people in search of protection have become a dramatic human
problem. The Holy See and the local Churches are making extraordinary efforts to
effectively deal with the causes of this situation, seeking the pacification of the
regions and countries at war and promoting the spirit of welcoming; but we don’t
always get all that we want. I am asking you for help as well. On the one hand, try
to convince governments to renounce any type of activities of war. As is often said
in business environments, a “bad” agreement is always better than a “good” fight.
On the other hand, collaborate to create sources of worthy, stable and abundant
work, both in the places of origin and in those of arrival, and in the latter, for both
the local population and for immigrants. Immigration must continue to be an
important factor in development. [...]
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