APOSTOLIC EXHORTATION
EVANGELII GAUDIUM
OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS
TO THE BISHOPS, CLERGY, CONSECRATED PERSONS
AND THE LAY FAITHFUL
ON THE PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL IN TODAY’'S WORLD

24 November 2013

Link

75. We cannot ignore the fact that in cities human trafficking, the narcotics trade,
the abuse and exploitation of minors, the abandonment of the elderly and infirm,
and various forms of corruption and criminal activity take place. At the same time,
what could be significant places of encounter and solidarity often become places of
isolation and mutual distrust. Houses and neighbourhoods are more often built to
isolate and protect than to connect and integrate. The proclamation of the Gospel
will be a basis for restoring the dignity of human life in these contexts, for Jesus
desires to pour out an abundance of life upon our cities (cf. Jn 10:10). The unified
and complete sense of human life that the Gospel proposes is the best remedy for
the ills of our cities, even though we have to realize that a uniform and rigid
program of evangelization is not suited to this complex reality. But to live our
human life to the fullest and to meet every challenge as a leaven of Gospel withess
in every culture and in every city will make us better Christians and bear fruit in our
cities. [...]

210. It is essential to draw near to new forms of poverty and vulnerability, in which
we are called to recognize the suffering Christ, even if this appears to bring us no
tangible and immediate benefits. I think of the homeless, the addicted, refugees,
indigenous peoples, the elderly who are increasingly isolated and abandoned, and
many others. Migrants present a particular challenge for me, since I am the pastor
of a Church without frontiers, a Church which considers herself mother to all. For
this reason, I exhort all countries to a generous openness which, rather than
fearing the loss of local identity, will prove capable of creating new forms of cultural
synthesis. How beautiful are those cities which overcome paralysing mistrust,
integrate those who are different and make this very integration a new factor of
development! How attractive are those cities which, even in their architectural
design, are full of spaces which connect, relate and favour the recognition of others!

211. I have always been distressed at the lot of those who are victims of various
kinds of human trafficking. How I wish that all of us would hear God’s cry: “"Where
is your brother?” (Gen 4:9). Where is your brother or sister who is enslaved? Where
is the brother and sister whom you are killing each day in clandestine warehouses,
in rings of prostitution, in children used for begging, in exploiting undocumented
labour? Let us not look the other way. There is greater complicity than we think.
The issue involves everyone! This infamous network of crime is now well
established in our cities, and many people have blood on their hands as a result of
their comfortable and silent complicity. [...]
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253. [...] We Christians should embrace with affection and respect Muslim
immigrants to our countries in the same way that we hope and ask to be received
and respected in countries of Islamic tradition. [...]



