
ADDRESS OF THE HOLY FATHER 
Assisi 

 
20 September 2016 

 
Link 
[...] We cannot remain indifferent. Today the world has a profound thirst for peace. 

In many countries, people are suffering due to wars which, though often forgotten, 
are always the cause of suffering and poverty. In Lesbos, with our beloved 

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, we saw the sorrow of war in the eyes of the 
refugees, the anguish of peoples thirsting for peace. I am thinking of the families, 
whose lives have been shattered; of the children who have known only violence in 

their lives; of the elderly, forced to leave their homeland. All of them have a great 
thirst for peace. We do not want these tragedies to be forgotten. Rather together 

we want to give voice to all those who suffer, to all those who have no voice and 
are not heard. They know well, often better than the powerful, that there is no 
tomorrow in war, and that the violence of weapons destroys the joy of life. [...] 
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