
ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS TO THE DELEGATION OF THE 
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE 

 
28 June 2016 

 
Link 
[…] I thank the Lord that this past April I was able to meet my beloved brother 

Bartholomew when, together with the Archbishop of Athens and of All Greece, His 
Beatitude Ieronymos II, we visited the Isle of Lesvos, to be with the refugees and 

migrants. Seeing the despair on the faces of men, women and children uncertain of 
their future, listening helplessly as they related their experiences, and praying on 
the shore of the sea that has claimed the lives of so many innocent persons, was a 

tremendously moving experience. It made clear how much still needs to be done to 
ensure dignity and justice for so many of our brothers and sisters. A great 

consolation in that sad experience was the powerful spiritual and human closeness 
that I shared with Patriarch Bartholomew and Archbishop Ieronymos. Led by the 
Holy Spirit, we are coming to realize ever more clearly that we, Catholics and 

Orthodox, have a shared responsibility towards those in need, based on our 
obedience to the one Gospel of Jesus Christ our Lord. Taking up this task together 

is a duty linked to the very credibility of our Christian identity. Consequently, I 
encourage every form of cooperation between Catholics and Orthodox in concrete 

undertakings in service to suffering humanity.[…] 
 
  

https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2016/june/documents/papa-francesco_20160628_patriarcato-ecumenico-costantinopoli.html

