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[…] Today Christians in particular, perhaps even more than at the time of the first 
martyrs, in some places experience discrimination and persecution for the mere fact 

of professing their faith.  At the same time, all too many conflicts in various parts of 
the world remain unresolved, causing grief, destruction and forced migrations of 
entire peoples.  It is essential that those responsible for the future of the nations 

undertake courageously and without delay initiatives aimed at ending these 
sufferings, making their primary goal the quest for peace, the defence and 

acceptance of victims of aggression and persecution, the promotion of justice and 
sustainable development.  The Armenian people have experienced these situations 
firsthand; they have known suffering and pain; they have known persecution; they 

preserved not only the memory of past hurts, but also the spirit that has enabled 
them always to start over again.  I encourage you not to fail to make your own 

precious contribution to the international community.[…] 
 

  

https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2016/june/documents/papa-francesco_20160624_armenia-autorita-cd.html

