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[...] Before departing from his friends, Jesus, referring to the event of his death and
Resurrection, said to them: “You are withesses of these things” (v. 48). In other
words the disciples, the Apostles, were withesses of the death and Resurrection of
Christ, on that day, also of the Ascension of Christ. In fact, after seeing their Lord
ascend into heaven, the disciples returned to the city as witnesses joyfully
proclaiming to all the new life which comes from the Crucified and Risen One, in
whose name “repentance and forgiveness of sins should be preached to all nations”
(cf. v. 47). This is the witness — born not only with words but with everyday life —
the witness that every Sunday should flow from our churches so as to enter during
the week into homes, offices, schools, meeting and recreational places, hospitals,
prisons, homes for the elderly, in places crowded with immigrants, in the
peripheries of the city.... We must bear this witness every week: Christ is with us:
Jesus rose to heaven, he is with us: Christ lives! [...]
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