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Link 

[…] Here in Ciudad Juárez, as in other border areas, there are thousands of 
immigrants from Central America and other countries, not forgetting the many 

Mexicans who also seek to pass over “to the other side”. Each step, a journey laden 
with grave injustices: the enslaved, the imprisoned and extorted; so many of these 
brothers and sisters of ours are the consequence of a trade in human trafficking, 

the trafficking of persons. 
 

We cannot deny the humanitarian crisis which in recent years has meant migration 
for thousands of people, whether by train or highway or on foot, crossing hundreds 
of kilometres through mountains, deserts and inhospitable zones. The human 

tragedy that is forced migration is a global phenomenon today. This crisis which can 
be measured in numbers and statistics, we want instead to measure with names, 

stories, families. They are the brothers and sisters of those expelled by poverty and 
violence, by drug trafficking and criminal organizations. Being faced with so many 

legal vacuums, they get caught up in a web that ensnares and always destroys the 
poorest. Not only do they suffer poverty but they must also endure all these forms 
of violence. Injustice is radicalized in the young; they are “cannon fodder”, 

persecuted and threatened when they try to flee the spiral of violence and the hell 
of drugs. And what can we say about the many women whose lives have been 

unjustly robbed? […] 
  
[…] Just as in Jonas’ time, so too today may we commit ourselves to conversion; 

may we be signs lighting the way and announcing salvation. I know of the work of 
countless civil organizations working to support the rights of migrants. I know too 

of the committed work of so many men and women religious, priests and lay people 
in accompanying migrants and in defending life. They are on the front lines, often 
risking their own lives. By their very lives they are prophets of mercy; they are the 

beating heart and the accompanying feet of the Church that opens her arms and 
sustains. […] 

 
 
  

https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2016/documents/papa-francesco_20160217_omelia-messico-ciudad-jaurez.html

