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[...] There are many non-governmental and charitable organizations, both within 

and outside the Church, whose members, amidst epidemics, disasters and armed 
conflicts, brave difficulties and dangers in caring for the injured and sick, and in 
burying the dead. I would also mention those individuals and associations which 

assist migrants who cross deserts and seas in search of a better life. These efforts 
are spiritual and corporal works of mercy on which we will be judged at the end of 

our lives.[...] 
[...] How many families, amid occupational and social difficulties, make great 
sacrifices to provide their children with a “counter-cultural” education in the values 

of solidarity, compassion and fraternity! How many families open their hearts and 
homes to those in need, such as refugees and migrants! I wish to thank in a 

particular way all those individuals, families, parishes, religious communities, 
monasteries and shrines who readily responded to my appeal to welcome a refugee 
family.[...] 

 
[...] Civil society is likewise called to make specific and courageous gestures of 

concern for their most vulnerable members, such as prisoners, migrants, the 
unemployed and the infirm.[...] 
  

[...] With regard to migrants, I would ask that legislation on migration be reviewed, 
so, while respecting reciprocal rights and responsibilities, it can reflect a readiness 

to welcome migrants and to facilitate their integration. Special concern should be 
paid to the conditions for legal residency, since having to live clandestinely can lead 
to criminal behaviour.[...] 

 
  

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/peace/documents/papa-francesco_20151208_messaggio-xlix-giornata-mondiale-pace-2016.html

