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Link
Appeal for the Central African Republic

Dear brothers and sisters, the painful events in recent days have intensified the
delicate situation in the Central African Republic, causing my soul great concern. I
appeal to the parties involved to put an end to this cycle of violence. I am
spiritually close to the Comboni Missionary Fathers at Our Lady of Fatima parish in
Bangui, who are welcoming large numbers of refugees. I express my solidarity with
the Church, with other religious denominations and with the entire Central African
nation, who are sorely tried while making every effort to overcome divisions and
return to a path of peace. To express the prayerful closeness of the entire Church
to this nation that is so afflicted and tormented, and to urge all Central Africans to
be ever greater witnesses of mercy and reconciliation, I intend to open the Holy
Door of the Cathedral of Bangui on on Sunday, 29 November, during the apostolic
journey that I hope to be able to make to the nation.
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