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[…] I confess that I compared this prophecy of the people on a journey with 
refugees trudging the streets of Europe, a tragic reality of our time. To them too 

the Lord says: “With great weeping they departed, and with consolations I will lead 
them back”. These greatly suffering families, uprooted from their lands, were also 
present with us in the Synod, in our prayers and in our work, through the voice of 

several of their pastors present in the Assembly. These people seeking dignity, 
these families seeking peace, are still with us, the Church does not abandon them, 

because they are part of the people that God wants to set free from slavery and 
guide to freedom. 
 

Thus, both the synodal experience that we lived, and the tragedy of the refugees 
trudging the streets of Europe are reflected in this Word of God. May the Lord, 

through the intercession of the Virgin Mary, help us, too, to put [the Word of God] 
into practice by way of fraternal communion. […] 
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