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[...] Faced with the tragedy of tens of thousands of refugees who flee death from 

war and hunger, and who have begun a journey moved by hope for survival, the 
Gospel calls us to be “neighbours” of the smallest and the abandoned, and to give 
them concrete hope. It’s not enough to say, “Take heart. Be patient”.... Christian 

hope has a fighting spirit, with the tenacity of one who goes toward a sure goal. 
 

Therefore, as the Jubilee of Mercy approaches, I make an appeal to parishes, 
religious communities, monasteries and shrines throughout Europe, that they 
express the Gospel in a concrete way and host a refugee family. A concrete gesture 

in preparation for the Holy Year of Mercy. May every parish, every religious 
community, every monastery, every shrine of Europe welcome one family, 

beginning with my Diocese of Rome.  
 

I address my brother bishops of Europe, true pastors, that in their dioceses they 
endorse my appeal, remembering that Mercy is the second name of Love: “What 
you have done for the least of my brothers, that you have done for me” (cf. Mt 

25:46). 
 

In the coming days, the two parishes of the Vatican will also welcome two families 
of refugees. 
 

 
  

https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/angelus/2015/documents/papa-francesco_angelus_20150906.html

