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[…] This diakonia of fraternity on the one hand postulates the preservation and 
reinforcement of the cultural traditions and the Christian roots of Hellenic society, 

and on the other, asks for openness toward the cultural and spiritual values borne 
by numerous migrants, in the spirit of sincere welcome toward these brothers and 
sisters, without distinction of race, language or religious creed. Your Christian 

communities, by showing that they are truly united among themselves and at the 
same time open to encounter and acceptance, especially with regard to the most 

disadvantaged, are able to make a real contribution to transforming society, in 
order to render it more consistent with the Gospel ideal. I am pleased to know that 
you are already committed to this pastoral and charitable action, especially in 

favour of immigrants, also illegal ones, many of whom are Catholic. I 
wholeheartedly encourage you to persevere with a renewed impetus to spread the 

Gospel, especially involving young people in this work: they are the nation’s 
future.[…] 

 
 

  

https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2015/february/documents/papa-francesco_20150205_ad-limina-grecia.html

