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[...] The pressures on family life today are many. Here in the Philippines, countless
families are still suffering from the effects of natural disasters. The economic
situation has caused families to be separated by migration and the search for
employment, and financial problems strain many households. While all too many
people live in dire poverty, others are caught up in materialism and lifestyles which
are destructive of family life and the most basic demands of Christian morality.
These are forms of ideological colonization. The family is also threatened by
growing efforts on the part of some to redefine the very institution of marriage, by
relativism, by the culture of the ephemeral, by a lack of openness to life. [...]
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