ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS TO THE FEDERATION OF
CHRISTIAN ORGANIZATIONS FOR INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTEER SERVICE
(FOCSIV)

Paul VI Audience Hall

4 December 2014

Link

[...] Many of the countries where you work know the scandal of war. Working for
the development of peoples, you are also cooperating to build peace, seeking with
tenacious determination to disarm minds, to draw people near, to build bridges
between cultures and religions. Faith will help you to do so even in the most
difficult countries, where the spiral of violence seems to leave no room for reason.
Your activity in refugee camps is a sign of peace and hope. There you encounter
desperate people, faces marked by oppression, children who hunger for food, for
liberty and for a future. How many people in the world flee from the horrors of war!
How many people are being persecuted because of their faith, forced to abandon
their homes, their places of worship, their lands, their loved ones! How many lives
are torn apart! How much suffering and how much destruction! In light of all this, a
disciple of Christ does not draw back, does not turn his face away, but seeks to
take on this painful humanity with closeness and evangelical welcome.

I am thinking of migrants and refugees, who seek to leave behind harsh living
conditions and every type of danger. Cooperation is needed from everyone,
Institutions, NGOs and ecclesial communities, to promote paths of harmonious
coexistence among various people and cultures. Migratory movements call for
appropriate reception procedures that do not leave migrants adrift at sea or in the
hands of unscrupulous traffickers. At the same time, effective collaboration is
necessary among states, in order to efficiently regulate and manage such
phenomena. [...]
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