
AFGHANISTAN

Suffering protracted conflict and insecurity as well as disasters such as droughts,

floods and storms, Afghanistan faces one of the world’s most severe internal displacement

crises. The needs remain enormous with half of the Afghan population requiring

humanitarian assistance.

In addition to the 2.9 million IDPs registered in 2020, as of 29 August 2021 about

570,482 Afghans have been newly displaced since January 2021, with 32 out of 34

provinces recording levels of forced displacement due to conflict and human rights

violations. Some 120,000 Afghans have fled to Kabul province from rural areas and

provincial towns, of which 20,000 only since the beginning of July. 80% of the people

forced to flee are women and children. (UNHCR)

With the announcement of the withdrawal of international troops - started in May

and ended on 30 August 2021 - the already uncertain situation rapidly deteriorated.

Although there are still no precise figures about the number of Afghans fleeing the

country, only between 7 July 2021 and 9 August 2021 133,370 new IDPs were registered

and others are still trying to cross international borders. (OCHA) As of 1 September 2021,

there are 72,065 refugees and asylum seekers in Afghanistan.

While underlying the urgency of humanitarian corridors and calling on all

countries to allow civilians fleeing Afghanistan access their territories, international

organisations are also calling for a ban on forced returns of Afghan nationals, including

asylum seekers whose claims were previously rejected.



For other information:

Avvenire.it, Afghanistan. Tre idee per gli afghani richiedenti asilo in Europa

https://www.avvenire.it/opinioni/pagine/tre-idee-per-le-gli-afghani-richiedenti-asilo-in-

europa

Agensir, Afghanistan. Card. Bassetti: “Parrocchie e diocesi in campo per l’accoglienza”

https://www.agensir.it/chiesa/2021/08/23/afghanistan-card-bassetti-parrocchie-e-dioce

si-in-campo-per-laccoglienza/

CEC-COMECE joint statement on Afghanistan: Call for prayer, solidarity and urgent

action to protect the vulnerable

http://www.comece.eu/dl/NMtMJKJKkLnkJqx4KJK/2021-GENSEC-Doc20_-_Solidarity_

with_Afghanistan.pdf

European Commission, Statement by Commissioner Johansson on the situation in

Afghanistan at the extraordinary meeting of Interior Ministers

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_21_4286

ICMC Europe Joins NGOs’ Call for EU To Guarantee Protection of Afghan Refugees

https://www.icmc.net/2021/08/27/icmc-europe-joins-ngos-call-for-eu-to-protect-afghan-

refugees/

ICMC, Resettlement Agencies Call on the Government to Provide Immediate Support to

Afghans in Need of Protection

https://www.icmc.net/2021/08/24/resettlement-agencies-call-on-the-government-to-pro

vide-immediate-support-to-afghans-in-need-of-protection/

International Committee of the Red Cross, A statement on Afghanistan from Robert

Mardini, the director-general of the International Committee of the Red Cross
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https://www.icrc.org/en/document/statement-afghanistan-robert-mardini-director-gene

ral-international-committee-red-cross

IOM Director General Statement on the Situation in Afghanistan

https://www.iom.int/news/iom-director-general-statement-situation-afghanistan

Sant’Egidio, I primi evacuati da Kabul accolti all'aeroporto di Fiumicino dalla Comunità di

Sant'Egidio

https://www.santegidio.org/pageID/30284/langID/it/itemID/43877/I-primi-evacuati-d

a-Kabul-accolti-all-aeroporto-di-Fiumicino-dalla-Comunit%C3%A0-di-Sant-Egidio.html

UNAMA Afghanistan Protection Of Civilians In Armed Conflict Midyear Update

https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/unama_poc_midyear_report_2021_26

_july.pdf

OCHA, Internal Displacement due to conflict

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/afghanistan/idps

UNHCR, Statement by Principals of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee on Afghanistan

https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2021/8/611e1cc738/statement-principals-inter-age

ncy-standing-committee-iasc-afghanistan.html

UNHCR position on returns to Afghanistan

https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/611a4c5c4.pdf

UNHCR Flash External Update: Afghanistan Situation as of 20 August 2021

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/88274

UNHCR Flash External Update: Afghanistan Situation as of 01 September 2021

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/88442
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UNHCR warns Afghanistan’s conflict taking the heaviest toll on displaced women and

children

https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2021/8/611617c55/unhcr-warns-afghanistans-co

nflict-taking-heaviest-toll-displaced-women.html

UNICEF

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-unicef-executive-director-henrietta-for

e-children-afghanistan

UN News, Displaced Afghans face ‘continued deterioration’ in country

https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1097222

Vatican News, UN warns of Afghanistan ‘humanitarian crisis’

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/world/news/2021-08/united-nations-warns-afghanista

n-humanitarian-crisis.html

Vatican News, Economy of Francesco launches global march for Afghan women

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2021-08/economy-francesco-global-marc

h-afghanistan-women.html

Vatican News, Bishops’ Conferences speak out on Afghanistan

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2021-08/bishops-conferences-speak-out-

on-afghanistan.html

Vatican News, Il Papa prega per l'Afghanistan: trovare soluzioni al tavolo del dialogo

https://www.vaticannews.va/it/mondo/news/2021-08/afghanistan.html

Vatican News, G7 su Afghanistan: il ritiro entro il 31 agosto. La Santa Sede invoca rispetto

per la dignità umana
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https://www.vaticannews.va/it/mondo/news/2021-08/afghanistan-emergency-a-kabul-

viviamo-sospesi.html
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